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w CMU football hosts
spring game. 1B.

w Margo Jonker Stadium
dedicated at CMU. 1B.

w Oiler baseball team
stays unbeaten with
comeback win. 1B

SPORTS

w Actor Robert Downey
Jr. is profiled in this
week’s Parade. See in-
side.

PARADE

LIFESTYLES

w First-time gardeners get
advice on how to get
started. 1C.

w Local monument com-
pany specializes in one-
of-a-kind tributes. 8C.

BUSINESS

Johnson informed the city that,
in his opinion, the city’s ordi-
nance regulating billboards
would not stand up in court.

“Last year, he threatened to
challenge the ordinance in
court, saying the ordinance
was exclusionary,” Grin-
zinger said. “We worked with
Mr. Johnson and his attorney
to create the language for the
ordinance.”

Grinzinger said that during
the two years that they had
conversations with Johnson,
Tony Kulick, director of Plan-
ning and Community Devel-
opment for the city, repeatedly
told Johnson that the indus-
trial park had deed restric-
tions and design covenants.

“In regards to the deed re-
strictions, city government
does not enforce deed restric-
tions or covenants,” Grin-
zinger said.

(See Billboard, Page 7A)

cated behind Ranck’s build-
ing facing the freeway.

Johnson said he got an ex-
tension from the state. But
the industrial park’s Park Re-
view Board ruled that build-
ing a billboard would violate
deed restrictions and protec-
tive covenants on the park
property.

Smith said that the protec-
tive covenants of the park
prohibit billboards and adver-
tising signs.

Johnson said that there is
nothing in the covenants that
bans billboards.

Grinzinger said that
Johnson met with the city
planner several years ago. and

city, but under state law, they
have their own bylaws, their
own boards, and different ca-
pabilities for buying and sell-
ing property,” Grinzinger
said.

Johnson leased land from
the J. Ranck Electric Co. next
to the U.S. 127 expressway
four years ago, according to
court documents. Building
the billboard became urgent
when the Michigan Legisla-
ture passed a law to prohibit
new billboards along free-
ways.

Johnson said that the pro-
posed billboard’s dimensions
are 12 feet high and 48 feet
wide, and that it would be lo-

“Immediate and irreparable
harm to the EDC’s property
interests will result,” wrote
Jeffery Smith, the chairman
of the corporation, in a court
document.

Nonsense, argues billboard
company owner Gary
Johnson.

“I worked with the city at-
torney for almost two years,
and now they sue me to stop
the billboard from going up,”
Johnson said.

City Manager Kathie Grin-
zinger said the EDC is a sep-
arate corporate body, estab-
lished by the city economic
development arm.

“The EDC is related to the

By PATRICIA ECKER
Sun Staff Writer

A judge has ordered an ad-
vertising company to stop
building a billboard located in
the Mt. Pleasant Industrial
Park South.

Isabella Country Tribal
Court Judge Paul Chamber-
lain ordered the work stopped
on the $15,000 billboard,
owned by Billboards by
Johnson, after the Mt. Pleas-
ant Economic Development
Corp. argued that putting a
billboard in the industrial
park violated park rules and
would damage property valu-
es.

Injunction stops billboard

He said he had seen hugs
throughout the day, but also
saw students pass by other
groups.

“From now on, you’re
going to be nice to everyone
you meet.”

Even if gearing up for a
fight, he said, smile. ‘It’ll
throw them off.”

It’s also important to use
common sense and to write a
letter of thanks to parents.

“And that doesn’t mean e-

Honor, he said, is to be able
to “look into the mirror and
honor the person that’s look-
ing back at you. Tell the
truth even if it hurts.”

He told the truth at Enron
and was, in his words, run
out of the company. He called
it the greatest honor he had
ever received besides the
honor the college was grant-
ing him, he said.

But he also had explicit di-
rections for the class.

Message to grads

Sun photograph by LISA YANICK

Michael Muckleroy speaks to a packed house during Alma College’s commencement ceremo-
ny Saturday.

mail,” he admonished.
If you can make people

laugh or smile, he said, “you
can do business, you can get
them to vote for you, you can
conquer the world.”

Muckleroy received a hon-
orary Doctor of Letters, pre-
sented by Dr. Mel Nyman,
Alma mayor. F. Martin
Johnson, a long serving trus-
tee from Grand Haven and
former CEO and president

(See Alma, Page 7A)

Alma
College
graduates
told to focus
on integrity
and honor
By LINDA GITTLEMAN
Gratiot Managing Editor

Two years ago Michael
Muckleroy spoke at Alma
College’s Center for Respon-
sible Leadership and he was
back by popular demand Sat-
urday for the commencement
address.

The former Enron execu-
tive and one of the developers
of the proposed Great Lakes
Energy and Research Park in
Alma kept his remarks short.

Duty, honor and country
were his themes, and he said
he didn’t mean necessarily
participating in the military.
But the former Navy Seal did
urge the class to “focus on
what you can do for your own
country.”

He also suggested that they
get into politics, not neces-
sarily as a career, he said,
“but there are things you can
do.”

By MARK RANZENBERGER
Sun Online Editor

Obama supporters outnum-
bered Clinton supporters at
the 4th District Democratic
convention in Mt. Pleasant
Saturday, but the district will
send more Clinton delegates
than Obama delegates to the
party’s national convention.

That reflects the break-
down in the vote totals in the
January Michigan primary
across the sprawling, 14-
county district, according to
district Democratic Chairman
Robert Donahue of Midland.

Del-
egates
were se-
lected
Satur-
day in
Mt. Pleasant.

Donahue, Regional United
Auto Workers Director
Duane Zuckschwerdt and
Grand Traverse County Dem-
ocratic Chairwoman Diana
Ketola will travel to Denver to
cast ballots for Sen. Hillary
Rodham Clinton of New York.
Saginaw County party activ-
ist Ruth Averill also will go to
Denver as an alternate Clin-
ton delegate.

Longtime Saginaw County
party activist Bob Ciafone will
go to Denver as an officially
“uncommitted” delegate,
with Midland activist Mary
Bacon headed west as an un-
committed alternate. Both
said they would support Sen.
Barack Obama of Illinois.

“I pledge to support Obama,
not just on the first ballot,”
Ciafone said. “I will support
him on every ballot they
take.”

(See Delegates, Page 7A)

Clinton
gets local
delegates

n Saginaw
Township lawyer
to run against
Camp. Page 7A.

“It’s extremely
freeing,” she said.
“My lyrics are very
candid and very
truthful, but it’s
challenging for me,
because I’m a very
private person, to ex-
press my innermost
feelings and tell ev-
eryone what I’m
thinking and how
I’m feeling. It’s very
(See Berry, Page 7A)

of dictates the way
the song’s going to
go.

“The song ‘Lincoln
Street,’ the entire
song kind of tells the
story of living with
my mom on Lincoln
Street.”

She said bearing
her soul to the world
through her lyrics is
both freeing and dif-
ficult.

little unusual. She
simply sits down at
the piano and starts
playing and singing
and sees what comes
out.

“I never have any
preconceived notions
or necessarily what
I’m feeling,” she said.
“I sit down at the
piano and whatever
chord or whatever
sound comes out kind

nature, but I can sing
in front of thousands
and thousands of
people and feel com-
fortable.”

Berry, 39, expresses
her feelings over 10
songs on her recently
finished third album,
“I Won’t Pretend.”
The disc features one
song, “Lincoln Street,”
that recalls a home
where she once lived in
Mt. Pleasant with her
mother, Opal Ma-
thews.

She said she didn’t
sit down intending to
write the song about
her old house. But her
songwriting style is a

By STEVE COON
Sun Managing Editor

With a soft speaking
voice, quick smile and
petite stature, Mo-
nique Berry’s outward
appearance gives little
clue as to what lies in-
side.

That would be a
starkly confessional
singer-songwriter,
with a strong, soulful
voice.

“Singing is an out-
let,” said Berry, a Mt.
Pleasant native and
1986 graduate of Mt.
Pleasant High School.
“My vocals are very
personal and candid,
they’re literal, if any-
thing. I’ve kind of had
an overly hard time ex-
pressing myself to
people but I can sit and
write a song about it,
and express myself vo-
cally.”

It’s a sort of transfor-
mation of personality.

“I think my singing
voice is much deeper,”
she said. “I hear this all
the time. I’m shy by

M.P. native builds career as singer
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Singer, songwriter and Mt. Pleasant native Monqiue Berry stands in front of
the home she lived in with her mother as a child in Mt. Pleasant. Berry re-
cently released another album, “I Won’t Pretend.”

n Learn more about
Monique Berry at the
Sun’s Web site, includ-
ing a sampling of her
music. Go to www.
themorningsun.com

Neat & Green

(989) 772-5139
Serving Mt. Pleasant and Shepherd

“We worship the grounds you walk on”

Spring Clean Up
FREE ESTIMATES!

Fertilization/Weed Control
Lawn Maintenance
Small Engine Repair
Landscape & Design

Shrub & Tree Trimming




