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Sound Off is the voice of
mid-Michigan, both a
forum and a dialogue on
issues of concern to local
residents. Comments will
be published several
times a week on the Opin-
ion Page. To have your
views included, just call
779-6088.

Check out nuggets and
tidbits, breaking news,
incisive commentary, at
the Sun newsroom‘s Web
log, located at:
www.the-morning-
sun.blogspot.com

TODAY’S WEATHER

Cloudy; a
morning
flurry
followed
by a brief
shower or
two in the
afternoon.
High of 36.
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‘Money lady’ set to retire

Sun photograph by LISA YANICK

After 28 years, Judy Dana is retiring from her position at the USDA office in Mt. Pleasant.

Dana leaving USDA post after 28 years
BY GREG NELSON
Sun Staff Writer

Local farmers are going to miss Judy
Dana.

After all she is the one with “the
money.”

Dana, a program assistant for the Isa-
bella County U.S. Department of Agri-
culture Service Center, is retiring Fri-
day, Dec. 28, after more than 28 years
on the job.

For nearly three decades the 62-year-
old Coleman native, who still resides in
the community, has helped administer
all of the federal agricultural programs
approved by Congress under the Farm
Bill.

“I’m in charge of the programs that
pays the farm subsidies. I’m the one the
farmers want to see because I pay them
the money,” Dana said laughing.

She gathers crop reports and signs up
farmers for the federal government pro-
grams.

“It’s time consuming more than a
headache,” Dana explained.

Her job hasn’t changed much over the
years but she doesn’t miss the “set-
aside” program where farmers would
agree not to farm a certain number of
acres each year.

“That was taxing,” Dana said.
Her husband Jeff took an early buy-

out and retired from Dow Chemical Co.
five years ago.

“I don’t feel old enough to retire but I
am,” Dana said. “It’s just time to do
something else. Life is too short.”

She’s going to miss her co-workers
and all of those in the local agricultural
community.

“I like the people I deal with and just
talking to the farmers,” Dana said. “My
co-workers all get along so well. Our of-
fice has won awards. We just click.”

Each year on Columbus Day, when
the office is closed, the staff gets to-
gether for a shopping trip.

The agency is currently taking appli-

cations to fill the position.
After retirement, Dana plans to spend

time with her four children, eight
grandchildren and three great-grand-
children and “clean out all four corners
of my house,” she said jokingly.

However, that’s not all she has on her
agenda.

On March 30, Dana and her husband
are scheduled to leave for a 14-day
cruise.

“We’re flying to Chile and then come
up through the Panama Canal and on to
Florida,” she said. “I’m really looking
forward to that.”

She is also taking a bus trip with her
sisters to New York City in May.

The staff at the USDA Service Center,
located at 5979 E. Broadway Road, at
the corner of Summerton Road, is plan-
ning a retirement open house in Dana’s
honor from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. Friday, Dec.
28. The public is invited to attend.

Energy bill promotes Alma effort
By LINDA GITTLEMAN
Gratiot Managing Editor

The energy bill President Bush
signed this week means that M and
M Development, the developers of
Alma’s proposed energy park, can
apply for funds and tax credits to
help the project get going.

In fact, the part of the energy bill
that deals with carbon sequestration
seems designed specifically for the
Great Lakes Energy Research Park.

The bill says that the Secretary of
Energy “shall promote, to the maxi-
mum extent practicable, regional
carbon sequestration partnerships to
conduct geologic sequestration tests
involving carbon dioxide injection,
monitoring and mitigation” in a vari-
ety of settings, including operational
and depleted oil and gas fields, deep
saline formations and deep geologic
systems containing basalt forma-
tions.

It also asks the Secretary to provide

information to the Environmental
Protection Agency and others to sup-
port regulations for commercial scale
sequestration operations that pro-
tect people and the environment.

No less that seven large scale se-
questration tests are to be conduct-
ed. “Large scale” is defined as involv-
ing more than one million of tons of
CO2 annually or several million met-
ric tons for a large number of years.

And those tests, the bill stated,

should be ones that would “facilitate
the creation of an integrated system
of capture, transportation and se-
questration of carbon dioxide.”

Preference should also be given to
proposals from partnerships among
industrial, academic and government
entities. Developer Michael Sawruk
has stated repeatedly that he wants
Alma College to be a partner in the
environmental aspects of the park.

(See Energy, Page 3A)

Five
arrested in
pot bust
By SUSAN FIELD
Clare Managing Editor

Five Gratiot County men
were arrested Wednesday
after undercover officers
bought nearly 250 pounds of
marijuana from them in
Eaton County.

Investigators from the Mid-
Michigan Area Group Nar-
cotics Enforcement Team
conducted a drug deal with
the men in a parking lot in
Delta Township, state police
Detective Lt. Timothy Gill
said Thursday.

Two of the men were ar-
rested after being stopped by
troopers in Newark Town-
ship west of Ithaca, Gill said.

Officers found almost 250
pounds of marijuana from
that vehicle; two others were
arrested in Lansing, and a
fifth suspect was arrested in
Gratiot County’s Seville
Township in connection with
the drug sale, Gill said.

Undercover officers served
a search warrant on a home
in Seville Township early
Thursday morning, where
the found 11 pounds of mari-
juana related to the case, Gill
said.

They also took cash, cars,
snowmobiles and other prop-
erty believed to have been
paid for with illegal drug
money, he said.

One of the suspects is from
the Alma area, two are from
the St. Louis area and the
others are from the Riverdale
area, Gill said.

All five men were expected
to be arraigned on federal
drug distribution and con-
spiracy charges in U.S. Dis-
trict Court Western District
in Grand Rapids, Gill said.

State police Detective Lt.
Robyn Lynde, commander of
MAGNET, said the drugs
have a street value of about
$260,000.

“This is a major blow to il-
legal drug trafficking in Gra-
tiot County,” Lynde said.
“This marijuana was des-
tined for Gratiot County and
would have had a direct im-
pact on our local communi-
ties.”

(See Arrested, Page 2A)

sure, although management
at the Tribal casino had
urged them to vote no.

“We didn’t do any more
than give them the facts,”
Stanley said. “There was no
pressure.”

The soonest another or-
ganizing vote can take place
will be one year, Morin said.

“We’ll see if they live up to
their word,” the Teamsters
organizer said. “We’ll be
back in a year.”

The Saginaw Chippewas
have adopted a Tribal labor
ordinance that essentially
outlaws union activity on
Tribal lands. Morin said he’s
filed an unfair labor practice
charge over the ordinance
and expects to keep chal-
lenging it.

He said the Teamsters will
not go away, and will con-
tinue to try to organize
other employee groups.

“We’ll be around to talk to
the other people,” Morin
said.

naw Chippewa Indian Tribe
have voted on representa-
tion.

“Our employees trust in
the leadership to do a good
job,” Tribal Council member
Michele Stanley said. “I
went to a lot of meetings
with the employees and lis-
tened.”

Stanley said those em-
ployee meetings turned up
issues that the management
of the huge casino and hotel
complex have to address.

“Now, we know what the
problems are,” Stanley said,
“and we can deal with
them.”

Morin said the Teamsters
felt that workers in the
housekeeping department
and other areas had been
put under pressure to vote
against the union.

“Certainly, we feel there
was a lot of fear of retalia-
tion on the part of the em-
ployees,” Morin said.

Stanley denied that work-
ers had been put under pres-

By MARK RANZENBERGER
Sun Staff Writer

The housekeeping staff at
the Soaring Eagle Casino &
Resort Friday soundly re-
jected membership in the
Teamsters union, but the
battle to unionize casino em-
ployees is far from over.

The vote against unioniza-
tion was 192 no, 88 yes,
better than a 2 to 1 margin.

“They waxed us pretty
good,” said Ed Morin, busi-
ness agent for Teamsters
Local 486. “We’re not walk-
ing away from it.”

Nearly all the members of
the full- and part-time
housekeeping staff who
were eligible to vote cast bal-
lots.

The Teamsters have been
attempting to organize casi-
no workers for more than a
year. Friday’s vote, run by
the National Labor Rela-
tions Board, was the first
time workers at the casino
and hotel run by the Sagi-

Teamsters turned down

“We’re hoping to hit the
target,” he said. The city
should hear if the loan is
granted sometime in the fall.

If all goes well, well digging
could start in the summer of
2009.

Following the discovery of
parachlorobenzine sulfonic
acid (pCBSA) in one of its
test wells, the city was ad-
vised to find a new water
source since pCBSA could be
harbringer of more harmful
contamination.

St. Louis isn’t the only one
that didn’t get all its wishes.

Alma had also applied for
federal funds to build a new
transportation center. Every
year it also applies for money
to buy new Dial-A Ride
buses.

In granting the city
$294,000, the federal govern-
ment told the city to “pick
one,” Alma City Manager
Phil Moore said.

(See Funds, Page 2A)

By LINDA GITTLEMAN
Gratiot Managing Editor

St. Louis applied for more
than $4.6 million in federal
funds, the cost estimated to
bring new water into the city.

Wednesday’s announce-
ment that it was granted
$295,000 was, well, welcome.

“We’re thankful for (Rep.
Dave Camp’s effort,” St.
Louis City Manager Bob
McConkie. said. “It’s nice
getting closer to our goal. But
we’re short more than $4
million. There’s still huge
gap.”

The state has given St.
Louis $300,000, which it has
already spent. Adding the
federal money means that St.
Louis is working on Plan B.

“We’re posturing the city
to apply for the state’s re-
volving loan fund,” he said.
Consultants and staff are
working on the application
that’s due in April.

St. Louis eyes state loan
for water improvements
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(Continued from Page 1A)
He has envisioned an energy park that

would have at its core an integrated gas com-
bined cycle coal plant with carbon sequestra-
tion. The CO2 would then be injected into
the ground and used to retrieve oil from
abandoned wells.

This energy bill, said Sage Eastman, a
spokesman for Rep. Dave Camp, R-Midland,
“supports exactly what’s going on in Alma.”

And Sawruk and his partner Michael
Muckleroy could apply for funds and tax in-
centives from the literally hundreds of mil-
lion of dollars coming from that bill over the
next few years.

Camp has long supported Alma’s proposed
energy park but he didn’t vote for this bill.

“To be honest, we knew it was going to
pass,” Eastman said, pointing out that
Camp approved that part of the bill. He
could not however, vote on a bill that
“lumped in a new hardship on the Big Three
automakers - they’re having a hard enough
time as it is - without any help from the gov-
ernment.”

While U.S. Sen. Carl Levin did vote for the
bill, Sen. Debbie Stabenow also did not.

Although President Bush has not yet
signed the appropriations bill - called the
omnibus spending bill - he is expected to sign
it this week. Included in that bill is nearly
$500,000 for the energy park.

The IGCC coal plant and a proposed refin-
ery and research facility are expected to cost
upwards of $2 billion, money which would
come from private investors. That $500,000
seems small in comparison but it is “ex-
tremely symbolic. It’s tremendous. The fed-
eral government is saying this is a valid
project for Michigan,” Greater Gratiot De-
velopment Director Don Schurr said.

For his part, Alma City Manager Phil
Moore said Wednesday’s announcement
gave the city a new level of excitement.

“You can just feel it downtown,” he said.
“People are happy. I feel (the park) is gain-
ing momentum.”

Energy
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POLICE BEAT

Isabella County Sheriff
n A breaking and entering in the 1000

block of Leroy in Union Township was re-
ported Wednesday.

n A breaking and entering in the 6000
block of Airport Road in Chippewa Town-
ship was reported Wednesday.

n A 75-year-old man and a 21-year-old
woman were arrested for possession of
marijuana at the Isabella County Jail Wed-
nesday. The two were there to visit an in-
mate.

Clare County Sheriff
n A larceny on Birchwood Trail was re-

ported at 12:36 p.m. Wednesday.
n A larceny on Burrington Drive was re-

ported at 9:54 a.m. Wednesday./
n A burglary/entry without force on

White Birch Lane was reported at 9:33
a.m. Wednesday.

Fire and rescue log

Gratiot County Central Dispatch
handled these fire and rescue calls
Wednesday.

n Ashley Fire Department: South
County Line Road at 2:52 a.m.

n Ashley Rescue: M-57 and Ely Road at
5:09 p.m.

n Perrinton Fire Department: M-57
and Ely Road at 5:09 p.m.

Poll Results

By The Associated Press

THE RACE: The presidential race for
Republicans in Michigan.

THE NUMBERS —
REPUBLICANS

Mitt Romney, 21 percent
Mike Huckabee, 19 percent
Rudy Giuliani, 12 percent
John McCain, 10 percent
Ron Paul, 4 percent
Fred Thompson, 4 percent
Uncommitted, 16 percent
Undecided, 10 percent

The telephone poll was done by EPIC-
MRA for The Detroit News and televi-
sion stations WXYZ, WILX, WOOD and
WJRT. It was conducted Sunday
through Wednesday. It had a margin of
sampling error of plus or minus 4 per-
centage points for the 612 likely Repub-
lican presidential primary voters sur-
veyed.

Huckabee’s Michigan surge mirrors his rise
in national polls. The Baptist minister and
former Arkansas governor has been picking
up supporters in recent weeks, including Gary
Glenn of the American Family Association of
Michigan, Jerry Zandstra of the Pro-Life Fed-
eration of Michigan and the Michigan Choos-
es Life political action committee.

Romney, a Michigan native whose father
served as Michigan governor from 1963-69,
dropped 4 percentage points in the latest
poll, leaving him in a near-tie with Hucka-
bee. The former Massachusetts governor
has put together an active campaign staff in
the first industrial state to weigh in on the
presidential race, and already has begun
running ads.

Giuliani suffered the deepest cut, drop-
ping 16 percentage points in the past five
weeks, leaving him well out of first place
and battling for third with McCain. The
former New York mayor increasingly is
campaigning in the more than 20 states that
hold primaries and caucuses on Feb. 5
rather than focusing on the earlier states.

McCain won Michigan’s 2000 GOP prima-
ry and hopes to capitalize on that again. He
may even pick up some Democratic votes, as
he did in 2000. But he’s down 2 percentage
points from early November and has a ways
to go to catch the leaders.

Thompson has dropped 9 percentage
points since the last EPIC-MRA poll, leav-
ing him tied with Ron Paul at 4 percent.

Ten percent of the likely GOP voters re-
main undecided, while 16 percent said they
may vote “Uncommitted.” If enough people

LANSING (AP) — Mitt Romney and Mike
Huckabee are fighting over the lead in
Michigan, while Rudy Giuliani has plunged
16 points to third place, according to a poll
released Thursday.

The survey of 621 likely Republican pri-
mary voters shows Romney at 21 percent,
Huckabee at 19 percent, Giuliani at 12 per-
cent and John McCain at 10 percent. Ron
Paul and Fred Thompson each got 4 per-
cent, while Duncan Hunter and Tom Tan-
credo each got 1 percent. Tancredo dropped
out of the race on Thursday.

The telephone poll was conducted Sunday
through Wednesday by EPIC-MRA of Lans-
ing for The Detroit News and television sta-
tions WXYZ in Southfield, WILX in Lans-
ing, WJRT in Flint and WOOD in Grand
Rapids. It had a margin of sampling error of
plus or minus 4 percentage points.

All of the candidates who had been doing
well in an early November EPIC-MRA poll
dropped in the latest survey, except for
Huckabee, who gained 9 percentage points.
His rise mirrored his surge in states such as
Iowa, which will hold the first presidential
caucuses on Jan. 3.

Romney is doing well in New Hampshire,
which holds its presidential primary on Jan.
8, but John McCain is gaining major en-
dorsements in the state that could challenge
Romney’s dominance.

That would make Michigan’s Jan. 15 pres-
idential primary a critical player in deter-
mining who survives to go on to the Jan. 19
Nevada caucuses and the Jan. 26 South Car-
olina primary.

Huckabee almost tied with Romney

vote uncommitted, that would leave some
national convention delegates free to back
any candidate they chose.

Two percent said they planned to write in
other candidates, although it’s unlikely
those votes would count.

“It’s important for the speaker and I to let
people know we do have a shared mission to
work to turn this state around,” Bishop said
in a telephone interview with The Associat-
ed Press. “We want them to see us together
so they know we’re working together.”

Both leaders agree 2007 was rough for the
Legislature, which shows in recent public
opinion polls. Eighty-three percent of voters
gave Michigan lawmakers a negative job rat-
ing in a Nov. 7-13 poll by EPIC-MRA of
Lansing. Fifteen percent said lawmakers
were doing an excellent or pretty good job.

“While it was difficult and painful, at the
end of the day the job got done,” Dillon said
of the protracted budget debate. “But the
people have obviously not been pleased with
the way we did it. And I think it’s up to us to
restore their confidence in this institution.”

the role of consumer confidence in the econ-
omy, Dillon said there should be faith in
Michigan’s ability to rebound.

“We have to get out and restore the
people’s confidence in the state’s future,”
Dillon said. “There’s a massive economy in
this state and there’s a lot for us to build on.
There’s a lot of good things happening. And
part of it is just returning our psyche to hav-
ing confidence.”

The state could help some of its research
and development capacity shift into aero-
space, defense and homeland security, Dil-
lon said. There also is more emphasis on uni-
versities partnering with private industry to
boost the economy.

Bishop agreed it is important to show busi-
nesses that Republicans and Democrats can
work together to aid the economy.

LANSING (AP) — The leaders of the
Michigan Legislature appear focused on
building confidence in the state’s economy
as they prepare for 2008.

House Speaker Andy Dillon, D-Redford
Township, and Senate Majority Leader Mike
Bishop, R-Rochester, plan to meet Friday in
Detroit to discuss economic topics. Bishop
and Dillon are finishing their first year as
the top-ranking members of the state Legis-
lature. It often was a frustrating 12 months
as lawmakers spent most of their time deal-
ing with budget problems caused in part by
the state’s sluggish economy.

Michigan has had the nation’s highest un-
employment rate for much of the year. The
jobless rate in November was 7.4 percent.

But there are some pieces in place to help
the state move forward, Dillon said Thurs-
day in a year-end news conference. Citing

Lawmakers focus on state’s economy
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CLARE COUNTY

Clare trails ready for winter
The McIreland Nature Trail, with trail-

heads on Schoolcrest and Eastwood roads in
Clare, is groomed for winter activities, in-
cluding cross country skiing and snowshoe-
ing.

Clare Parks and Recreation will have
maintained trails throughout the winter
months, Director Marcella Corp Post said.

Maps of the park can be found at the trail-
heads or online at www.cityofclare.org.

For more information on winter activities,
contact Clare Parks and Recreation at 989-
386-7541, ext. 213.

Mid-Michigan

Christmas closings
n Gratiot County offices: Closed Monday

and Tuesday.
n City of Alma offices: Closed Monday and

Tuesday.
n City of Ithaca offices: Closed Monday and

Tuesday.
n City of St. Louis offices: Closed Monday

and Tuesday.
n Gratiot Area Chamber of Commerce:

Closed at 1 p.m. Monday and all day Tues-
day.

n Gratiot County Commission on Aging:
Closed Monday and Tuesday with no home
delivered meals

n Veterans Memorial Library and all Chip-
pewa River District Libraries: Closed Mon-
day and Tuesday.

n Isabella County and Trial Court offices:
Closed Monday and Tuesday.

n Union Township offices: Closed Monday
and Tuesday.

n Isabella County Sheriff Department
Business Office: Open 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Mon-
day. Closed Tuesday.

n City of Mt. Pleasant including Business
Offices at City Hall, Public Safety and Public
Works: Closed Monday and Tuesday. There
will be no refuse or curbside collection for
City residents Tuesday. Collection will be
delayed one day for the rest of the week.

n Morning Sun business offices in Mt.
Pleasant and Alma: Closed Tuesday.

n Secretary of State (All locations): Closed
Monday and Tuesday.

n Post Office (All locations): Closed Tuesday.
n Isabella County Recycling Center:

Closed Tuesday.
n Central Michigan District Health De-

partment: Closed Dec. 24- Jan. 1
n First Bank branches: Closed at noon

Monday and all day Tuesday.
n Isabella Bank and Trust branches:

Closed at 1 p.m. Monday and all day Tues-
day.

n National City branches: Closed at 2
p.m. Monday and all day Tuesday.

n Commercial Bank branches: Closed at
noon Monday and all day Tuesday.

n City of Clare offices: Closed Monday and
Tuesday.

n Clare County offices: Closed Monday and
Tuesday.

STATE

Prison guard accused of
killing supervisor

PLYMOUTH TOWNSHIP (AP) — A
Michigan prison guard has been charged
with murdering his supervisor in a shooting
attack at a gas station after work.

Wayne County Prosecutor Kym Worthy
filed first-degree murder charges Thursday
against 44-year-old Darren Johnson of Red-
ford Township in the death of 39-year-old
Lt. Joseph Candie of Detroit.

Authorities say the men argued early Wed-
nesday at a station near Scott Correctional
Facility for women in Wayne County’s Ply-
mouth Township. Both men had just finish-
ed working the overnight shift.

Police say the suspect shot his boss, then
drove to a Detroit park and shot himself in
the chest. He was hospitalized and is ex-
pected to live.

quarters appears to come cheap. The state
pays Michigan State University $1 each year
to lease the East Lansing facility under a con-
tract that runs through 2030. But officials who
support the new building say the current
headquarters is more than 70 years old, re-
quires $340,000 a year in maintenance and
needs $2.3 million in repairs.

Brown, who oversaw the state police budget
for eight years, said that doesn’t justify spend-
ing $3.7 million a year to lease the new build-
ing.

He was one of three dissenters when the
Joint Capital Outlay Subcommittee signed off
on the project in March by a 14-3 vote.

The state probably will buy the building 12
months after it opens, paying for the building
with bonds that likely would have a lower in-
terest rate than the developers could obtain.

LANSING (AP) — The construction fencing al-
ready is up around the riverside lot in downtown
where a new $39.7 million state police head-
quarters will rise, but anger remains over the de-
cision to erect the building in the midst of a sour
economy and threatened cuts to state troopers.

“It’s like our bridge to nowhere,” Republican
Sen. Cameron Brown of Sturgis said Tuesday.
“People are actually offended by this project.”

The lease will cost $3.7 million a year,
though no payments will be due until the
building is completed around May 2009.

The state police director said the department
will be able to consolidate operations from
three separate locations in the new building,
and Gov. Jennifer Granholm and Lansing offi-
cials say it will be a boon to downtown.

At first glance, the existing state police head-

New state police headquarters criticized
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