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Sound Off is the voice of
mid-Michigan, both a
forum and a dialogue on
issues of concern to local
residents. Comments will
be published several
times a week on the Opin-
ion Page. To have your
views included, just call
779-6088.

TODAY’S WEATHER

Cloudy,
windy and
colder
with snow
showers,
with a
coating of
about an
inch. High
of 28.

Check out nuggets and
tidbits, breaking news,
incisive commentary, at
the Sun newsroom‘s Web
log, located at:
www.the-morning-
sun.blogspot.com

Strong
arm robber
may be in
custody
By LINDA GITTLEMAN
Gratiot Managing Editor

Police may have caught the
robber that’s been strong
arming his way all over Gra-
tiot County in the past couple
weeks.

The name of the man has
not been released but he is
“in custody,” Gratiot County
Sheriff Rick Beracy said.

Early Saturday morning,
local police were alerted to
another strong arm robbery
at the Admiral gas station on
Monroe Road.

Alma and St. Louis police
officers, assisting the sher-
iff’s deputies, made a quick
response and kept a close eye
out for a man who may have
been traveling on foot.

He was found lying face
down on the ground near the
300 Bowl, Beracy said.

“I believe one of the officers
heard a rustling,” he said,
which pointed the police to
his hiding spot.

Beracy said he doesn’t
know if the suspect had
parked a car at the bowling
alley.

The robber of the gas sta-
tion made off with an unspec-
ified amount of money, he
said and the sheriff’s track-
ing dog had been called in but
hadn’t arrived when the man
was caught.

Beracy said he could not
confirm that the man now in
jail is the same man who
robbed Firstbank in Ashley
last Tuesday or the Elwell
Corners store the week be-
fore.

“But I can say that there
are similarities,” he said.

All three places were
robbed by a man without a
weapon.

On Thanksgiving Day, the
Elwell Corners Store was
robbed of about $400 and it
appeared that he fled on foot.
He did not wear a mask and a
sketch of him was published
in the Morning Sun.

The following Tuesday, a
man robbed Firstbank in
Ashley of a considerable

(See Robber, Page 2A)

the DNR’s “Salmon in the
Schools” program to teach
students about the life cycles
of animals, creative adapta-
tions and water quality,
while at the same time help-
ing the DNR restore the Chi-
nook salmon population.

Taking part in the program
wasn’t cheap -- the aquatic
chiller in the fish tank alone
was about $650 -- but Li-
povsky raised the money

(See Salmon, Page 2A)

grow, “like the ones we catch
in Ludington.”

Or like the salmon Haring
caught while fishing with his
uncle, Rob Simons, when he
was younger.

“It wore my arm out,” Har-
ing said. “It hurt.”

The release will likely
happen in May, when the
fries have grown into smolts,
Lipovsky said.

Lipovsky decided to have
her students participate in

Farwell

class

hatches

salmon
By SUSAN FIELD
Clare Managing Editor

Brendan Haring knows a
thing or two about fish.

Haring, 9, a fourth grade
student at Farwell Elemen-
tary School, explained that
the tiny salmon -- known as
fries -- in the fish tank in
Tammi Lipovsky’s classroom
feed on yolk sacs under their
chins.

Haring is looking forward
to late spring, when Lipovsky
will take her class to a river
to be selected by the Michi-
gan Department of Natural
Resources to release the fish.

Haring wants the fish to

10 questions with ... Denise Jenks

By SUSAN FIELD
Clare Managing Editor

After spending childhood vacations at
her family’s cottage on Eight Point
Lake in Clare County, Denise Jenks re-
turned to Clare from her native Flint
four years ago and discovered the
quaint diner of her dreams.

Jenks walked into the Whitehouse
Restaurant on McEwan Street in July
2003 and became the owner of the cafe
and adjoining house three months later.
Her husband, Matt, helps out with car-
pentry and maintenance, and her son,
Paul Weissend, and daughter, Rachael
Bryant, each work a few days a week at
the restaurant, which is open 24 hours a
day.

Q: Why were you interested in the res-
taurant?

A: When I walked in, I liked the fact
that it was small and everybody knew
each other.

Q: Was the restaurant for sale?
A: Yes, but I didn’t know. We came

back a couple of days later and had an
omelet. That’s when we started trying
to buy it. It took us from July to October
to get everything finalized. Originally,
it was my sister and myself. We both

had jobs at a factory in Flint, and I
knew I wanted this. She went back to
the same factory.

Q: Life in Clare is different than life in
Flint. How do you like it?

A: It took me awhile to get used to the
fact that we’re the only thing open after
midnight besides the Imperial station.

Q: How was business in the begin-
ning?

A: The first couple of months, it was
scary. Everybody had closed their cab-
ins and the snowbirds all left. But we
have built the business.

Q: With a seating capacity of 24, how
do you handle crowds?

A: People are pretty good about let-
ting people join them. That’s what we
like about it. You don’t ever leave a
stranger here. We have a good group of
regulars. We have generated new busi-
ness.

Q: Any plans on expanding?
A: I think what we’re going to do is

move things outside in the summer. We
have a picnic table that we serve on all
summer long. My goal is to save for
more equipment. I’ve been talking to
the health department. It will have to
be taken out in the winter.

Q: What do you enjoy about living in

Clare?
A: How neighborly it is. We really got

a taste of that when my brother-in-law
passed away. You could really feel the
community support, and you can tell. If
they haven’t seen me for a few days,
they ask why. And we do the same for
them.

Q: You live the house that is behind
the restaurant -- the only residential
property in the downtown area. What is
it like to live so close to your business?

A: I kind of like it, because it helps
with the labor expense. We have an in-
tercom system. I have one person on. If
they need me, they just buzz me. I
throw my apron on and I’m here in a
matter of seconds.

Q: Do you have any interesting or
funny stories?

A: Yes. Especially on St. Patrick’s
Day. We’ve been flashed. Sometimes,
the ketchup bottles turn into micro-
phones and (customers) dance around.

Q: You credit your crew for your suc-
cess, including three women who have
worked at the Whitehouse a combined
70 years. How do you feel about them?

A: My crew is awesome. If I didn’t
have such a good crew, we would not be
as successful as we are.

Sun photograph by LISA YANICK

Denise Jenks and her son, Paul Weissend, sit in her restaurant, the Whitehouse Restaurant in Clare.

Small Clare restaurant features friendly atmosphere

Sun photograph by LISA YANICK

Brendan Haring, a fourth grader at Farwell Elementary, checks
out the salmon eggs his class is hatching.

Critics target coal plans
By LINDA GITTLEMAN
Gratiot Managing Editor

When it comes to coal plants, com-
plaints of “Not in my back yard,”
aren’t heard that much in Alma.

In fact, a great deal of talk and
plans center on what the area will
need when the proposed energy re-
search park would open.

The park would include an inte-
grated gas combined cycle coal plant

(IGCC) with carbon and mercury
capture technology, a clean coal oper-
ation that’s the first of its kind
planned in the state.

The fact that the area would want
any kind of a coal plant after all the
pollution problems it has gone
through surprises some, but not the
folks who live in the county. They’ve
been through too many economic
upheavals with one plant closing fol-

lowing another not to get interested
in new and badly needed job opportu-
nities.

In 1962, Rachel Carson’s book, “Si-
lent Spring”  helped to usher  in the
era of environmental awareness and
scored a direct hit in St. Louis, leav-
ing it holding a big bag - the Super-
fund site.

Along the way the community
learned a thing or two and one of the

things it learned is that it has to be
green. An IGCC, with CO2 seques-
tration in large part fit the bill.

Now it seems, some state environ-
mental groups are lining up to op-
pose any and all new coal plants,
while others, recognizing an IGCC
provides a new, clean technology, are
offering support but only under cer-
tain conditions.

(See Coal, Page 2A)
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tunity.
For about a year, Perkins

has hauled around in her van
unused sports equipment do-
nated by parents whose kids
no longer need it, or whose
kids have outgrown it. She
hands out at no charge what-
ever item a player might bor-
row or keep.

A loyal member of the Mon-
tabella Sports Boosters and a
volunteer at sporting events,
Perkins is usually on hand to
supply football and soccer
cleats or wrestling shoes. Her
collection changes with the
season. The gear is also for
cross country, hockey, base-
ball.

Her bounty has always
aided a youngster whose
family resources were limited
and couldn’t afford equip-
ment.

(See Equipment, Page 2A)

By ROSEMARY HORVATH
Sun Staff Writer

Playing school sports might
be impossible if a family has
to cut corners on a household
budget. One mother from the
McBride area should know.

With most of her six kids in
sports at one time or
another, Shelly Perkins and
husband Dan have paid the
price that goes with buying
sports gea. They also know
how quickly it can gather
cobwebs in the garage.

“My kids have never been
denied the opportunity to
play sports because of the
cost,” said the mother of a
current sophomore wrestler
and freshman basketball
player at Montabella High
School.

Perkins has been making
certain children in other
families have a similar oppor-

Unused sports equipment
is collected and donated
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OBITUARY

Keith
Cole
July 7, 1921-Nov. 30, 2007

Keith Cole, 86, of Brecken-
ridge, passed away Friday,
Nov. 30, 2007 at the Mid-
Michigan Medical Care
Center in Midland.

Funeral services will be
held Tuesday, Dec. 4, 2007,
at 11 a.m. at the United
Methodist Church in Breck-
enridge, with Pastor Dale
Golden officiating. Inter-
ment will be in Ridgelawn
Cemetery.

Visitation will be held Mon-
day from 2 to 4 and 6 to 8
p.m. at the Lux and Whiting
Funeral Home in Brecken-
ridge.

Memorials may be made to
the Breckenridge Historical
Society, the Breckenridge
Wheeler Township Rescue
Squad or the Howe Memorial
Library.

Keith was born July 7,
1921, in Gratiot County to
Ernest and Elsie (Burlin-
game) Cole. He married
Donna Rice on May 22, 1943
at the Wheeler Methodist
Church. He served during
WWII in Europe as an Army
private.

He was a life member of the
American Legion Lansing
Area Post No. 183, and the
United Methodist Church in
Breckenridge. He was a
farmer his entire life and also
worked for Greening Oil,
which became Oswald Oil.
Keith loved spending time
with his family and also en-
joyed raising animals, travel-
ing, gardening and yard
work.

He is survived by his wife
Donna of Breckenridge; four
children Tom (Judy) Cole of
Hemlock, Frieda (Lew) Pav-
lik of Merrill, Ed (Gail) Cole
of Breckenridge, Doreen Cole
of St. Joseph; seven grand-
children and 11 grandchil-
dren; a sister Ilah Popiel of
New Baltimore; brothers
Carl (Virgina) Cole of Mer-
rill, Robert (Evelyn) Cole of
Hoffman Estates, Ill., and
brother-in-law Jack R. Rice
of Holt.

Keith was preceded in
death by his parents and
three brothers William, Sam-
uel and Kenneth Cole.

DEATH NOTICE

Mary Decker
Mary Decker, 75, of Elwell,

formerly of Grand Rapids,
passed away Saturday, Dec.
1, 2007 at the Gratiot Med-
ical Center in Alma. Arrange-
ments are pending with the
Lux-Moody-Wolfel Funeral
Home in Alma.
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(Continued from Page 1A)

amount of cash - the amount
was not released to the
media. Unlike the Elwell
robber, the one in Ashley did
wear a mask but witnesses
reported seeing him flee on
foot as well.

Following Tuesday’s robbe-
ry, Michigan State Police De-
tective Steve Benn said police
were “considering the possi-
bility that the two incidents
are related.”

Robber

relatively cheap and plenti-
ful. There is enough coal in
the U.S. to last at least
another 200 years, according
to some estimates, 250 years
according to others.

Coal is very, very hard to
ignore as a source of energy.

The Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology issued a
report last spring, called
“The Future of Coal – Op-
tions for a Carbon Con-
strained World.”

In that report by professors
in chemistry, physics and en-
gineering systems, it stated
that “carbon capture and se-
questration is the critical en-
abling technology to help re-
duce carbon dioxide emis-
sions significantly while also
allowing coal to meet the
world’s pressing energy
needs.”

So far, an IGCC is the the
number one choice today, the
report stated, but it did not
rule out future develop-
ments. New coal plants, it
continued, without CO2 cap-
ture should not be “grandfa-
thered and granted emis-
sions allowances in the event
of future regulation,” calling
that a perverse incentive to

(Continued from Page 1A)
Some environmentalists in

the state believe that Michi-
gan can succeed using wind
and solar power as renewable
resources and have set a goal
that those renewable sources
will supply 20 percent of the
state’s energy needs by the
year 2020.

“It’s viable but it’s ex-
tremely difficult,” said Mur-
ray Borrello, geology profes-
sor at Alma College and a
member of the task force,
adding that he believes 20
percent is the best it could
get.

But even if the state can ac-
complish its goal, where is
the rest of it – 80 percent -
coming from? Other states?

There are other options,
Borrello said: Nuclear power
and fuel cells to name two,
but the world’s uranium will
likely be used up in 20 years,
and fuel cells are at least 40
years away from any serious
implementation.

“There’s nothing else right
now,” he said. ”There is no
single source that can supply
all our needs. It doesn’t
exist.”

Coal, on the other hand, is

build dirty coal plants.
Of at least five coal plants

being planned in Michigan,
Alma’s is the only IGCC.

But oil is also a huge factor
in the energy park.

Borrello said that if hasn’t
already, oil will peak in the
next few years. That means
it’s downhill from here on
out. There will never be as
much oil as there is now,
prices will never be the same
as they are now, and people
will remember “the good old
days” when a barrel of oil
was “only $100.”

Energy park developer
Mike Sawruk said he believes
oil has already peaked.

The CO2 captured in an
IGCC would be used to re-
trieve the billion barrels of
oil still in the state and devel-
opers are eyeing the enor-
mous profits to be made.

And, so is the state.
Legislators in Lansing lit

up last spring when they
heard of the proposed reve-
nues the state would receive
from the process.

And that, according to
Alma College Professor Ed
Lorenz, a member of the Pine
River Task Force and the
Sierra Club, is what allows
“the prize” to come to Alma -
the research part of the park.

“It’s what we need - high
end energy research,” he
said. “Our economy is neg-
ative and our only response is
innovation. We have to do
something, we have to try
something.”

Nearly everyone - business-
men, state legislators, envi-
ronmental activists - believe
legislation and/or an energy
policy will be issued from the
governor’s office early next
year. Whether it will be as
comprehensive as the envi-
ronmentalists wish isn’t
clear. Increasingly, with all
the data from the federal gov-
ernment and private studies
that outline the threat from
greenhouse gasses, it would
appear that an IGCC would
be a critical part of the policy
and legislation.

For that, however, it’s wait
and see.

Coal

sacs for three or four weeks
before moving on to fish food,
she said.

Once the fries begin swim-
ming around the tank, every-
thing in the tank will be re-
moved to give the fish more
room, Lipovsky said.

Since the eggs began to
hatch early last week, stu-
dents in Lipovsky’s class
have been paying quite a bit
of attention to the tank.

“They pretty much watch
them like hawks,” she said of
the class.

Because the eggs began to
hatch earlier than anticipat-
ed, Lipovsky thinks the
smolts will be about four
inches long when it is time to
release them around the be-
ginning of May.

Lipovsky plans on making
a celebration of the event.

“We’ll have a big river cel-
ebration, I’m hoping,” she
said.

One question remains --
where the fish will be re-
leased.

Because the fish must go
into a river that is connected
to the Great Lakes, officials
at the DNR will decide where
the class will release the
smolts and have told Li-
povsky they will choose a site
as close to Farwell as possi-
ble.

(Continued from Page 1A)

through a mini-grant from
MEEMIC Insurance, got do-
nations through an online
proposal at donor-
schoose.org, a coin drive at
the school, local donations
and a large donation from
the Surrey Township Fire
Department.

Local donations included
the fish tank and a web cam,
Lipovsky said.

After taking a training
class at the Wolf Lake State
Fish Hatchery, Lipovsky
brought salmon eggs back,
placed them on a mesh sur-
face in the tank, and her class
waited.

Surprisingly, they didn’t
have to wait long, and the
project is the talk of the
school.

“It was a shock that the
eggs are hatching right now,”
she said. “Obviously, the
temperature is just right in
the tank.”

Lipovsky started the
project Nov. 13 and did not
anticipate the eggs would
begin hatching for another
week or two.

The early arrivals mean the
fries will begin eating “baby
size” fish food in about a
month, Lipovsky said.

Fries live off of their yolk

Salmon
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limited.
“No money changes

hands,” she says. “It is all
free.”

Perkins says she has seen
too many high school kids
wish they had started wres-
tling in middle school. One
thing that held them back
was the cost.

“The economy, especially
in Montcalm County, makes
paying for extra things im-
possible sometimes,” Perkins
said. “I keep a running list of
who needs what when.”

Children in the Montabella
system who play rocket foot-
ball are given the equipment
they need to play through a
grant from the Curtis Foun-
dation. This equipment con-
tinues to circulate.

“I hope to never see when
kids have to pay to play
sports,” Perkins said. “I tell
people that our next Olympi-
an may be among kids who
can’t afford to play.”

very expensive to participate
in a sporting event, more so
now than ever.”

A chance to play summer
baseball could cost a hundred
or more. After buying cleats,
there’s the expense for a fee,
uniform and travel. Team
shirts and matching uni-
forms add to the cost.

Perkins started her project
when it was confined to rock-
et football. It has since
spread to Mt. Pleasant, Mt.
Pleasant Sacred Heart, Mor-
ley-Stanwood, Lakeview,
Central Montcalm, Vesta-
burg and Montabella high
schools.

Athletic offices at these lo-
cations function as collection
centers. Perkins will even
pick up items, if possible.
She’s reachable at (616) 824-
5213 or at ldps_mom@hot-
mail.com.

Perkins contacted the
schools that play Montabella
but said participation is not

(Continued from Page 1A)
“A lot of it is brand new and

some of it has only been used
for a season,” Perkins said.

“I just as soon not see kids
not play sports.”

Montabella athletic direc-
tor Shelly Millis has seen
benefits of Perkins’ recycling
program, mostly at the
younger grade level. Millis
knows of eight kids who re-
ceived cleats to play that
would not have played other-
wise.

“This has been a pretty big
undertaking,” for Perkins,
Millis said. “It has grown
quite a bit. Our high school
office is a drop-off point.”

Keisha Brown, athletic di-
rector at Sacred Heart
Academy in Mt. Pleasant,
said an issue of sports gear is
greater for families with sev-
eral kids wanting to play
sports.

“They wish to play but
can’t afford it,” she said. “It’s

Equipment

alyst with Stanford Group.
Plus, “the industry realized how

time-consuming and expensive it was
to restructure these loans on a bor-
rower-by-borrower basis,” he said.

While the Treasury Department-
organized effort won praise from
Democrats last week, some experts
said it would still face resistance
from investors in complex securities
backed by mortgage loans.

If the Treasury Department pushes
modifications that are against the in-
terest of investors, “there will defi-
nitely be lawsuits,” said Mark Adel-
son, a mortgage securitization con-
sultant.

During the sunny days of the hous-
ing boom, many buyers were banking
on the prospect that they could refi-
nance into more affordable loans as
the value of their homes soared.

Now that home prices are dropping
in large parts of the country, and
broader economic conditions are
worsening, those borrowers are
likely to face trouble even with their
introductory loan rates extended for
a few years.

“It’s not the mortgage that’s the
problem” said Christopher Thorn-
berg, a principal with Beacon Eco-
nomics in Los Angeles.

While the market was soaring, he
said, homebuyers simply paid far too
much for their homes and are now
facing the consequences.

rates as low as 5 percent were com-
mon for borrowers with strong cred-
it.

The plan hatched by government
and industry is also intended to ben-
efit investors who purchased these
risky mortgages. Agency officials
counter criticism from investors con-
cerned the plan will deny them po-
tential profits by arguing they will be
better off in the long run through the
loan modifications. It spares them
the cost of a foreclosure, which can
run around $50,000, and decreases
the likelihood of default.

“Lenders and investors will ulti-
mately benefit,” Sheila Bair, chair-
man of the Federal Deposit Insur-
ance Corp., said in an October speech
in which she unveiled the idea to in-
vestors. “You’ll come out ahead of
the game with a performing mort-
gage that’s being paid versus having
a loan that’s in foreclosure.”

Initially, investors gave a chilly re-
ception to Bair’s proposal. But since
then, Democrats have been moving
forward legislation — ardently op-
posed by lenders — to allow home
mortgages on primary residences to
be modified in bankruptcy court.

Worries that the bankruptcy pro-
posal would gain further steam has
made widespread loan modifications
began to look more appealing to the
mortgage industry, said Jaret Seib-
erg, a financial services policy an-

to speak at a housing forum in Wash-
ington.

As it stands, loan servicers are
being asked — but not mandated —
to give extensions of two to five years
for subprime mortgages made to bor-
rowers with weak credit that are due
to reset at higher rates in the coming
years.

The freezes would apply only for
borrowers who are current on mort-
gage payments but unable to afford
loans when they adjust to higher in-
terest rates — and sometimes dra-
matically higher monthly payments.
The Federal Deposit Insurance Corp.
estimates that 1.1 million borrowers
are in that situation.

But for an estimated 400,000 bor-
rowers already late on payments be-
fore loans reset at higher rates,
“there may be no alternative except
for foreclosure,” Michael Krimming-
er, an FDIC special policy adviser,
said last week at a congressional
hearing.

Nevertheless, Krimminger said,
borrowers who are current on their
loan payments after two years are
likely to be able to repay at that rate
over the long run.

It isn’t just the resetting of rates
that’s problematic. FDIC officials
note that many subprime borrowers
received starter rates that were not
especially low at the time: typically
around 7 percent to 9 percent, when

WASHINGTON (AP) — If lenders
temporarily freeze low introductory
interest rates on home loans made to
risky borrowers before they soar, it
would be a modest fix for the coun-
try’s fractured housing market.

The problems are so far-reaching,
analysts say, that an emerging Bush
administration-backed plan — nick-
named “teaser-freezer” by one econ-
omist — won’t spare many borrow-
ers, or bankers, from the pain of esca-
lating foreclosures and defaults.

Edward Yardeni, an economist who
runs Yardeni Research in Great
Neck, N.Y., called the plan “better
than doing nothing,” but added that
it is “not necessarily going to make a
big dent in the foreclosure problem
that’s facing us” because thousands
of borrowers still might not be able to
make their monthly payments.

As a result, the plan, which could
be announced as soon as this week, is
unlikely to quell worries that the
housing market’s ongoing problems
will drag the economy into a reces-
sion.

Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson
has been hashing out the plan’s de-
tails with other top regulators, loan
servicing companies and banks, in-
cluding JPMorgan Chase & Co. and
Wells Fargo & Co.

Some indications of the outlines of
the proposal may come Monday
morning, when Paulson is scheduled

Subprime bailout plan may not help much

pattern of banding to the
larger and smaller scales on
the skin. Because it has been
fossilized researchers do not
know the skin color. Looking
at it in monochrome shows a
striped pattern.

He notes that in modern
reptiles, such a pattern is
often associated with color
change.

The fossil was found in
1999 in North Dakota and
now is nicknamed “Dakota.”
It is being analyzed in the
world’s largest CT scanner,
operated by the Boeing Co.
The machine usually is used
for space shuttle engines and
other large objects. Research-
ers hope the technology will
help them learn more about
the fossilized insides of the
creature.

But they have learned
enough so far to produce two
books and a television pro-
gram. The TV special, “Dino
Autopsy,” will air on the Na-
tional Geographic channel
Dec. 9. National Geographic
Society partly funded the re-
search.

A children’s book, “Dino-
Mummy: The Life, Death,
and Discovery of Dakota, a
Dinosaur From Hell Creek,”
goes on sale Tuesday and an
adult book, “Grave Secrets of
Dinosaurs: Soft Tissues and
Hard Science,” will be avail-
able in January.

Soft parts of dead animals
normally decompose rapidly
after death. Because of chem-
ical conditions where this an-
imal died, fossilization — re-
placement of tissues by min-
erals — took place faster
than the decomposition, leav-
ing mineralized portions of
the tissue.

WASHINGTON (AP) —
One of the most complete di-
nosaur mummies ever found
is revealing secrets locked
away for millions of years,
bringing researchers as close
as they will ever get to touch-
ing a live dino.

The fossilized duckbilled
hadrosaur is so well pre-
served that scientists have
been able to calculate its
muscle mass and learn that it
was more muscular than
thought, probably giving it
the ability to outrun pred-
ators such as T. rex.

While they call it a
mummy, the dinosaur is not
really preserved like King
Tut was. The dinosaur body
has been fossilized into
stone. Unlike the collections
of bones found in museums,
this hadrosaur came com-
plete with skin, ligaments,
tendons and possibly some
internal organs, according to
researchers.

The study is not yet com-
plete, but scientists have con-
cluded that hadrosaurs were
bigger and stronger than had
been known, were quick and
flexible and had skin with
scales that may have been
striped.

“Oh, the skin is wonder-
ful,” paleontologist Phillip
Manning of Manchester Uni-
versity in England rhapso-
dized, admitting to a “glazed
look in my eye.”

“It’s unbelievable when
you look at it for the first
time,” he said in a telephone
interview. “There is depth
and structure to the skin.
The level of detail expressed
in the skin is just breathtak-
ing.”

Manning said there is a
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